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CITY OF LOVELAND OPEN LANDS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting Minutes – June 14, 2017 

Parks & Recreation Conference Room, 500 E. Third St., Loveland, CO 80537 

Commissioners Present:  Gale Bernhardt, Rick Brent, Andy Hawbaker, Darren Pape, Jean Whittaker, 

Kerri Rollins (LC OLAB Liaison).  

Commissioners Absent: Ross Livingston, Jim Roode, Nathan Thompson, Bill Zawacki, Don Overcash 

(City Council Liaison). 

Staff Present:  Debbie Eley, Brian Hayes, Marilyn Hilgenberg.   

The public meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.   

Approval of May 10, 2017 Meeting Minutes.  Postponed until a quorum of members present.   

City Council Liaison Report.  Don Overcash has been appointed the City Council Liaison to OLAC.   

Larimer County Open Lands Advisory Board Report.  Kerri Rollins reported on the following items:  

1) the Reservoir Parks Plan is online for a 60-day public comment period; 2) the county received a 

$1.3M DOLA grant for Phase I of the River Bluffs restoration project; 3) the Fossil Creek Management 

Plan will be updated with Fort Collins Natural Areas; 4) the visitor use study is underway at Horsetooth 

Mountain and Red Mountain Open Space, and at Fort Collins’ Soapstone Prairie Natural Area; 5) park 

restorations are underway at Lions Park and River Bluffs on the Poudre River.   

Photo Contest – Molly Elder, P&R Administrative Business Manager, presented the photos submitted 

for the 1st Annual Parks & Recreation Photo Contest, in the Open Lands & Trails and Wildlife, Nature & 

Landscape categories.  Commission members helped select the top 3 photos in each category.   

Discussion/Action: 

1. Recommendation on GOCO Inspire Grant to City Council.  The GOCO grant application 

requires a resolution from City Council approving the submittal of the grant to GOCO. Rick Brent made 

a motion that the commission make a recommendation to City Council to approve a resolution for a 

grant submittal in the amount of approximately $2.5M, with a potential match of up to 25%.  Gale 

Bernhardt seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.   

2. Naming of E. 1st St. Natural Area.  More than 75 names were submitted by the public for the new 

E. 1st Street property that will serve as a neighborhood park and natural area for east Loveland.  Staff 

presented the name suggestions and commission members discussed the choices. Rick Brent made a 

motion that the site be named Willow Park and Natural Area.  Darren Pape seconded the motion and it 

failed.  Rick Brent made a motion that the site be named Willow Bend Park and Natural Area.  Darren 

Pape seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.   

Reports/Correspondence: 

3. Property Acquisition Updates.  The Ward property on Boise Ave. is scheduled to close by the 

end of June.  The Osborn boundary line adjustment/acquisition is still in progress.  The Namaqua West 
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boundary line dispute is likely to be resolved soon for a summer closing.  The Parkside annexation at 

Boedecker Lake will go to Planning Commission this month, with a condition that safe crossing/ 

pedestrian access be provided from the north side of W. 1st St.  If the annexation is approved with this 

condition, the open space property can be acquired.   

3. Open Lands Projects Report.   

Weed Management.  A research project at Wild Natural Area is underway to study the efficacy of 

various control methods for feral rye, an aggressive non-native grass species.  River’s Edge 

Additional Parking.  A new parking area and trail access have been opened at 970 W. 1st Street, with 

25 parking spaces, two accessible parking spots, and new trail connections for access to Jayhawker 

and Dragonfly Ponds.  High Plains Environmental Center Grand Opening.  Open Lands staff 

supported the May 13 Grand Opening of the new High Plains Environmental Center.  The City 

contributed $400,000 toward the construction of the new center and is collaborating with High Plains on 

environmental education and local stewardship and restoration projects.  Game Camera. Open Lands 

staff installed a game camera and has documented numerous wildlife species using city natural areas, 

including deer, elk, wild turkeys, coyotes, and many others.  Partnerships and Planning. In 

partnership with the Colorado Avian Research and Rehabilitation Institute, two Barn Owl Boxes have 

been built and installed on City open land properties to encourage additional owl nesting.  One of the 

boxes has an active nest with four eggs (as of May 27).  The owls will be monitored and banded for 

future identification and research.  Public Outreach/Environmental Education/Volunteer Program.  

Implementation of the new Offero data management software is moving forward.  Staff is working with 

the software developer to configure and customize the system for Loveland, and to convert existing 

Open Lands volunteer data to the new system.  The volunteer and program registration software will be 

rolled out later this summer. Awards and Recognition.  Colorado Addicted Trailbuilders Society 

(CATS) received a 2016 Larimer County Environmental Stewardship Award to honor CATS’ dedication 

and accomplishments pertaining to the new sustainable trails at Mariana Butte. The Larimer County 

Commissioners and Environmental & Science Advisory Board will present the award on July 10.  Also, 

Loveland Open Lands received a 2017 Columbine Innovation Award from the Colorado Parks & 

Recreation Association for “Quick Wins for the Community,” for providing new public access to five 

neighborhood natural areas throughout the community in 2016.  The award will be presented during the 

CPRA Annual Conference in Keystone in October.  Youth Representation on Boards & 

Commissions.  The city is looking into adding youth members on boards and commissions.  OLAC 

members are in favor of having a youth member on the commission.  Boards & Commissions 

Member Survey.  Staff distributed a city survey for members to provide feedback on various aspects of 

the commission.  Raptor Ridge Habitat Conservation Plan.  The new owners of Raptor Ridge 

Equestrian (Lazy J Bar S Conservation Easement) are working with partners including Loveland Open 

Lands, Audubon Society, Colorado Open Lands and consultants on a plan to protect and improve the 

conservation values of the property.   

4. Trail Updates.   

Wilson-Taft Recreation Trail Project.  Reconstruction of the Recreation Trail from Taft to Wilson 

Avenue is complete and the trail and new Wilson Pedestrian Bridge are open for public use.  This was 

a major flood restoration project resulting from the 2013 flood and the completion was celebrated with a 

ribbon-cutting on June 3, National Trails Day.  Trail Segment 10b – Namaqua Rd. to West US 34 

Underpass.  This project is complete and the new trail and bridge opened to the public in May.  Front 

Range Trail.  The IGA was approved in May and construction will begin in June.  Larimer County is 

managing the construction and contracting for the project.  Construction is scheduled for completion in 

late August 2017.  Long View Corridor Trail.  Final bid packages are being prepared.  Staff has been 
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working with Larimer County and Fort Collins to finalize the IGA.  Larimer County will be managing the 

construction and grant administration for the project.  The IGA will be brought to City Council this 

summer with construction to commence this fall.  Grant funding expires Summer of 2018 so all work 

must be complete over the winter and spring.   

 
Commission Member Discussion Topics.  

1) Rick Brent suggested that a future OLAC meeting be held at Sweet Heart Winery.  The owners 

have given their OK.  

2) Jean Whittaker noted that she nominated Bob Trout from the Loveland Initiative for Monarch 

Butterflies (LIMB) for a Larimer County Environmental Stewardship Award and Bob will also be 

receiving this award on July 10.   

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.   


