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To:   Loveland City Council 
From:    Community and Strategic Planning 
Meeting Date:  September 4, 2012 
Re:   Application for Historic Landmark Property Designation, Mariano Medina  
   Family Cemetery 
  
 
SITE DATA 
 
Address:   Property at Namaqua Ave and Namaqua Elementary 
   Loveland, CO 80537 
 
Request:  Application for Historic Landmark Property Designation 
 
Historic Name:  Mariano Medina Family Cemetery 
 
Historic Use:  Burials 
 
Land Size  0.739 acres  (Source: Larimer Co. Assessor Property Information)  
  
Date Established: 1864 
     
Legal Description:  A PARCEL OF LAND BEING PART OF TRACT “A” MARINA BUTTE P.U.D.  

FIRST SUBDIVISION LOCATED IN THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 
16, TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH , RANGE 69 WEST OF THE 6TH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
CITY OF LOVELAND, COUNTY OF LARIMER, STATE OF COLORADO 

 
Owner(s):  Loveland Historical Society 
    
Applicant(s):  Mike Perry and Bill Meirath, Loveland Historical Society 
 
 

Application Summary:  
In March 2012 staff received a nomination application for the landmark designation of the Mariano 
Medina Family Cemetery property at Namaqua Ave and Namaqua Elementary in Loveland. The property 
was then owned by Jess Rodriguez, who was in the process of deeding the land to the Loveland Historical 
Society (LHS) because the historic Medina burial plots were located there.  The designation process was 
placed on hold until August 2012 when the deed was legally transferred to the LHS.   
 
At the August 20, 2012 Historic Preservation Commission meeting, staff presented the nomination 
application for this property. The Commission made the official recommendation to City Council to 
designate the property as a historic landmark.  
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History: 
Born in Taos, New Mexico in 1812, Mariano Medina was a trapper and guide.  His friends included Kit 
Carson, Louis Vasquez, the Bent brothers along with other legendary mountain men like Jim Bridger and 
Tom Toblin. Mariano Medina’s surname has been spelled a variety of ways; Medina, Modena and 
Medena are the more common found. In 1858, Medina established the first permanent settlement on the 
Big Thompson Creek (River) (the unorganized western district of the Territory of Nebraska) near present 
day Loveland.  
 
Medina started a business on the Big Thompson with a raft to ferry teams across the river and 
charged fifty dollars in gold for the service.  Soon after, he built a toll bridge high enough to 
avoid the high spring run-off with its construction and eventually built a fort and trading post 
called "Marianne's Crossing.” Soon the business became the favorite stopping place for the 
travelers involved in the western movement and Medina’s now famous famous mountain friends. 
 
Medina’s homestead consisted of a traditional Spanish-style plaza surrounded on three sides by his log 
home, trading store, saloon, corrals and a post office. The settlement was originally called Miraville, then 
Mariano’s Crossing, Big Thompson Crossing, and by today’s name, Namaqua. Overland Mail in 1862 
selected Medina‘s settlement as a home station. Medina is credited with establishing the first business, 
first school, first church, and first cemetery in the valley.  
 
Mariano Medina had a very rich family life including two wives, two sons, three (?) daughters 
and a step son. Most of his family was buried in the Catholic Cemetery now known as the 
Medina Family Cemetery. 
 
Description of Burial Plots in Cemetery: 
There are nine bodies in the cemetery, eight are associated with Mariano Medina: 
 

1. Mexican friend of Mariano, buried prior to 1864 
2. Martin Medina, died in 1864 at age 12-15.  Martin was the son of Mariano and his first wife, 

Marie/John/Tacanecy. 
3. Rosita Medina, died in 1864 at the age of 2.  Daughter of Mariano and first wife. 
4. Daughter of Louis Papa (Mariano’s step-son. Who died shortly after her birth in 1866. 
5. Marcellina (“Lens”) Medina, died in 1872 at the age of 15 and was the daughter of Mariano and 

first wife. 
6. Marie/John/Tacanecy Medina, Mariano’s first wife, died in 1874. 
7. Mariano Medina, who died in 1878 
8. Rafaelito Medina, who died in 1880 at the age of 6 or 7.  He was Mariano’s son by his second 

wife Susan Carter Howard. 
9. An infant wrapped in a 1940’s newspaper who body was discovered in January 1960. 

 
Historic and Cultural Significance: 

• Mariano Medina is credited with establishing the first business, first school, first church and first 
consecrated cemetery in the Big Thompson Valley. 

• A pioneer cemetery established in 1864    
• The 1850 branch of the Cherokee Trail passed near the western edge of the cemetery and close to 

the Overland Trail. 
• Except for the cemetery, no trace of Namaqua (first permanent settlement on the south bank of 

the river and established in 1858) remains today. 
• Nine people (8 associated with the Medina family) are buried on the site.  Burials began in 1864 

and ended in the 1940s. Contributed to the history of Loveland. 
• Enhances the Hispanic Heritage of Larimer County. 
• Mariano Medina was probably 1st permanent practicing Catholic in the Big Thompson Valley. 
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Sources: 
Bill Meirath, Loveland Historical Society, Mike Perry, Loveland Historical Society; 
Gates, Zethyl, "Mariano Medina Colorado Mountain Man" Johnson Publishing Co., 1981; 
Jeff and Cindy Feneis, Exploring Loveland’s Hidden Past, the People and Places of Early Loveland, 
Colorado. Published by the Loveland Historical Society;  
Harold Marion Dunning , “Over Hill and Vale: In the Evening Shadows of Colorado's Longs Peak,” 
Published 1962. 
 
Future Plans: 
The Loveland Historical Society plans, through grants and fundraising activities, to create a 
Historical and Educational Park for local history and outdoor classrooms. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
To be considered eligible for designation as a historic landmark on the Loveland Historic Register, a 
property must be at least fifty (50) years old and must meet one (1) or more of the criteria for 
architectural, social cultural, or geographic/environmental significance as identified in Loveland 
Municipal Code 15.56.090. The Mariano Medina Family Cemetery satisfies the age requirement and 
meets the following criteria for designation as a Loveland Historic Register landmark of property: 

 
a.) Social/Cultural 

1. Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic or social heritage of the community. 
 

b.) Geographic/Environmental 
1. Enhances sense of identity of the community. 

 
c.) Physical Integrity  

1. Shows character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 
characteristics of the community, region, state or nation. 

2. Retains its original location. 
 
Given available information for the Mariano Medina Family Cemetery, staff and the Historic Preservation 
Commission has determined that the property exhibits the adequate significance to support its eligibility 
for designation as a Loveland historic landmark. This determination is based on the Colorado Historical 
Society’s recommended framework for determining landmark eligibility. Staff and the Historic 
Preservation Commission recommends approval of this request for designation of the Mariano Medina 
Family Cemetery property, located at Namaqua and Namaqua Elementary as a Loveland Historic 
Register landmark property.  
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